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§7.5–303.  

 

 (a) (1) The Council consists of the following members: 

 

   (i) One member of the Senate of Maryland, appointed by the 

President of the Senate; 

 

   (ii) One member of the House of Delegates, appointed by the 

Speaker of the House; 

 

   (iii) Five representatives of the Department, including: 

 

    1. The Secretary, or the Secretary’s designee; 

 

    2. The Deputy Secretary for Behavioral Health, or the 

Deputy Secretary’s designee; 

 

    3. The Director of the Behavioral Health 

Administration, or the Director’s designee; 

 

    4. The Executive Director of the Maryland Health 

Benefit Exchange, or the Executive Director’s designee; and 

 

    5. The Deputy Secretary for Health Care Financing, or 

the Deputy Secretary’s designee; 

 

   (iv) The Secretary of Aging, or the Secretary’s designee; 

 

   (v) The Secretary of Budget and Management, or the 

Secretary’s designee; 

 

   (vi) The Secretary of Disabilities, or the Secretary’s designee; 

 

   (vii) The Secretary of Housing and Community Development, or 

the Secretary’s designee; 

 

   (viii) The Secretary of Human Services, or the Secretary’s 

designee; 
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   (ix) The Secretary of Juvenile Services, or the Secretary’s 

designee; 

 

   (x) The Secretary of Public Safety and Correctional Services, 

or the Secretary’s designee; 

 

   (xi) The Deputy Director of the Division of Children and Youth 

of the Governor’s Office of Crime Prevention, Youth, and Victim Services, or the 

Deputy Director’s designee; 

 

   (xii) The Executive Director of the Governor’s Office of Crime 

Prevention, Youth, and Victim Services, or the Executive Director’s designee; 

 

   (xiii) The Executive Director of the Governor’s Office of the Deaf 

and Hard of Hearing, or the Executive Director’s designee; 

 

   (xiv) The Public Defender of Maryland, or the Public Defender’s 

designee; 

 

   (xv) Two representatives of the State Superintendent of 

Schools, or the Superintendent’s designee, and the Assistant State Superintendent of 

the Division of Rehabilitation Services, or the Assistant State Superintendent’s 

designee; 

 

   (xvi) Two representatives of the Maryland Judiciary, a District 

Court judge, and a circuit court judge, appointed by the Chief Judge of the Court of 

Appeals; 

 

   (xvii) The President of the Maryland Association of Core Service 

Agencies, or the President’s designee; 

 

   (xviii) The President of the Maryland Association of County 

Health Officers, or the President’s designee; 

 

   (xix) Four representatives from county behavioral health 

advisory councils, one from each region of the State; 

 

   (xx) One representative, appointed by the  Secretary of Health, 

from each of the following organizations: 

 

    1. Community Behavioral Health Association; 

 

    2. Drug Policy and Public Health Strategies Clinic, 

University of Maryland Carey School of Law; 
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    3. Maryland Addictions Director’s Council; 

 

    4. Maryland Association for the Treatment of Opioid 

Dependence; 

 

    5. Maryland Black Mental Health Alliance; 

 

    6. Maryland Coalition of Families; 

 

    7. Maryland Disability Law Center; 

 

    8. Maryland Recovery Organization Connecting 

Communities; 

 

    9. Mental Health Association of Maryland; 

 

    10. National Alliance on Mental Illness of Maryland; 

 

    11. National Council on Alcoholism and Drug 

Dependence of Maryland; 

 

    12. On Our Own of Maryland; and 

 

    13. Maryland Association of Boards of Education; and 

 

   (xxi) Two individuals representing the mental health and 

substance use disorder treatment community, appointed by the Governor from each 

of the following: 

 

    1. Academic or research professionals who are not 

State employees; 

 

    2. Medical professionals; 

 

    3. Individuals formerly or currently in receipt of 

behavioral health services; 

 

    4. Family members of individuals with mental health 

or substance use disorders; 

 

    5. A parent of a young child with behavioral health 

disorders; 
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    6. A youth with a behavioral health disorder who is 

between the ages of 16 and 25 years; and 

 

    7. Individuals active in behavioral health issues within 

their community. 

 

  (2) Additional representatives or individuals designated by the 

Council shall be appointed by the  Secretary. 

 

 (b) Members appointed by the Governor under subsection (a)(1)(xxi) of this 

section shall be representative, to the extent practicable, of: 

 

  (1) Geographic regions of the State; 

 

  (2) At–risk populations; 

 

  (3) Ethnic, gender, across–the–lifespan, and cultural diversity; and 

 

  (4) Balanced representation from areas of mental health and 

substance use disorders. 

 

 (c) The Council shall appoint a chair from among the membership of the 

Council. 

 

 (d) (1) Members appointed by the Governor under subsection  (a)(1)(xxi) 

of this section: 

 

   (i) Serve a 3–year term; 

 

   (ii) May serve for a maximum of two consecutive terms; 

 

   (iii) After at least 6 years have passed since serving, may be 

reappointed for terms that comply with items (i) and (ii) of this paragraph; 

 

   (iv) At the end of a term, continue to serve until a successor is 

appointed and qualifies; and 

 

   (v) If appointed after a term has begun, serve only for the rest 

of the term and until a successor is appointed and qualifies. 

 

  (2) Ex officio members serve as long as the member holds the 

specified office or designation. 
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  (3) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this subsection, all 

members serve at the pleasure of the Governor. 

 

 (e) With the consent of the Council, the chair may designate additional 

individuals with relevant expertise to serve on a committee or task force. 
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